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PRESIDENT – LYNDA  MACPHERSON 
 

Pope Francis’ Advent message seems most fitting when one considers our CWL 

theme for the next two years which is Care for our Common Home-Loneliness.   

The Pope said our expectant waiting for Jesus requires vigilance in the form of 

“marveling at God’s actions and at His surprises”.  Vigilance, he continued, means 

“paying attention to our neighbour in difficulty and allowing their need to draw us 

in, without waiting for him or her to ask us for help.” 

Over the past six months our Council has certainly put forward great effort 

concerning “Care for our Common Home” from learning about the Bluewater 

program, participating in resolutions at the Provincial convention, promoting the 

use of paper and cloth bags, and familiarizing ourselves with the new 

Northumberland County recycling system.  We have contributed to the needy in 

our community through the Summer Sandwich program, donating food to 

Cornerstone, funds to The Salvation Army for their Mobile Outreach Program and 

Catholic Missions in Canada and earlier this month to The Salvation Army 

Christmas Fund.  As your President, I couldn’t be more proud of our Council and 

our Parish. 

As of this month we have installed our new slate of officers for 2020-2022. Now, 

as your Past President I wish to thank all who made my role as President so 

fulfilling through your support, guidance and help.  May Our Lady of Good 

Counsel bless all the ladies who have stepped up to serve our God and country 

and may Mary, the vigilant Virgin and Mother of hope help us to turn our gaze to 

the lonely and support them where possible.  
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SECRETARY – CAROL LAWLESS 
 

The secretarial duties are fairly straight forward. I have recorded the minutes of 

all the Executive and General meetings of St. Michael’s Catholic Women’s League 

Council during the term of office for 2017-19. 

Minutes can be a tricky job. I am responsible for recording all discussions and 

decisions made by the Council. A motion should have a mover and a seconder and 

should carry just the decision and should stand alone. That is to say it is a clearly 

understood statement. Therefore, I have not recorded any flowery conversations 

just the facts. And of course, the motion should always be voted on. 

We have decided that a motion book may be helpful to the Council. There was 

one but it was not continued. So I will go through the minutes are put together 

such a document. 

As well as Secretary, my job was to support our President and the Council in any 

way that I was asked or with any projects the Council took on. This I have done 

with involvement in our various fund raisers and when asked just helped 

wherever possible. 

It has been my great pleasure to serve our Council in the role of Secretary. Thank 

you for the opportunity.                  

TREASURER – SUSAN DOUGLAS 
 

It has been my privilege to be the Treasurer for St Michael’s CWL for the past two 
years.  My role has been to ensure the accurate accounting of all funds from 
depositing monies to writing cheques and reconciling the monthly bank 
statements.  
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In addition, I have prepared Annual Budgets and Balance Sheets for membership 

review and approval as well presenting regular financial reports at the Executive 

and General meetings.   

Although our yearly operating budget has not been a large one, we have been 

able to donate to a number of designated charities, including many in our local 

community. In 2017, Pope Francis said that “Charity is at the heart of the Church, 

it is the reason for its action, the soul of its mission”. We have been truly blessed 

by the generosity of St Michael’s parish who have supported our fundraising 

events which have allowed us to donate to Big Brothers and Big Sisters, Camp 

Northern Lights, Catholic Missions, School Breakfast Programs, Soup Kitchen and 

The Salvation Army to name a few.  

The women of St Michael’s CWL are an inspiration to all in their kindness, 

generosity and positive attitude. I am confident that the CWL will continue to be 

successful in its efforts to support and give to those less fortunate.  

CHRISTIAN FAMILY LIFE – PAT ANDERSEN 
 

I would like to remind everyone that in January we celebrate the birthdays with 

the residents of Golden Plough Lodge who have January birthdays. Everyone is 

welcome to attend and assist with the celebration.  

The Mother’s Day collection is another of my responsibilities.  The collection is 

taken up from each of our three Sunday Masses and the funds are equally divided 

between Cornerstone, Mater Care and Beginnings.  Regretfully, Beginnings has 

closed its doors this past October so we shall have to see if there is another 

charity we can support through this collection in 2020 
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SPIRITUAL – THERESE MAY 
 

At each meeting both General and Executive, I check the date on the calendar for 

the Saint of the day. I look up details of that Saint and do an appropriate prayer 

and data for that Saint.  If no Saint Day, I refer to the season, etc. and do a 

reflection on that. 

In March, the CWL recited the Luminous Mysteries as we did the Stations of the 

Cross. 

In May, we participated in the 12 Hours of Prayer for Palliative Care. 

I provided reflective time and shared prayers. 

In June, we went to our Villa St. Joseph for the Feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

We invited our sister council from Port Hope to join us.  Sharing, prayers and a 

social time were enjoyed by all. 

ORGANIZATION – VERONICA BATCHELLOR 
 

Presently our Council has 99 members and this year I have concentrated on 

asking for email addresses from the members. We now have approximately 54 

members with email addresses. This helps with communications as we are 

sending out all notices by email. 

It is important to note a change in our membership fee distribution.  In the past 
we sent $13.00 to National however, National is now charging each member an 
additional $.50 to cover personal liability insurance which National previously 
paid. 
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COMMUNICATIONS – LYNDA MACPHERSON 
 

Use of communications through email for sending out the minutes and the 

agendas has saved time, money and paper. The compiling and distribution of a 

twice annual newsletter of our Council’s events has brought me great joy and 

pleasure …our Council does so much and it is wonderful to share it with our 

families and friends. 

The sending out by email, requests for prayers when asked for, has been a 

spiritual and yes, thought provoking process.  I thank the Holy Spirit for guiding 

me and I thank all members who have joined me in prayer.   

As of January 2020, please direct your prayer requests to our Spiritual Chair, 

Susan Douglas smdouglas@bell.net 
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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER IN 2020 
 

Monday January 20   
Golden Plough Residents Birthday Celebration 
Cobourg, ON 
 
Friday, March 6 
World Day of Prayer 
St. Michael’s Church and Parish Centre 
 
Saturday & Sunday April 4 & 5  
Peterborough Diocesan Convention and  
the Diocesan  100th Anniversary 
Peterborough, ON 
 
Saturday to Wednesday July 4 to 8   
Ontario Provincial Convention 
Crowne Plaza 
Kitchener, ON 
 
Sunday to Wednesday, August 9 to 12 
National Convention and The CWL 100th Anniversary 
Montreal, QC 
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PHOTO GALLERY 
 

On Friday, June 14, 2019, our council along with St. Mary’s, Grafton joined us at 

Villa St. Joseph for a celebration of Our Lady, Mother of the Church.  Following the 

Stations of the Cross a presentation on our National theme, “Care for our 

Common Home” was facilitated by our President Lynda. 

 

The Provincial Convention was held in Kingston this year from July 13-17 with the 

opening Mass held at the beautiful St. Mary’s cathedral.   

Anne-Marie Gorman, National President 

gave a very upbeat welcome. 
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Attending the convention are:  Veronica, Carol, Lynda and Therese.  The theme 

“Care for our Common Home” intertwined throughout the various topics covered 

throughout the convention…thought provoking, troublesome, and yes, 

exhilarating! 

 

 

Putting our theme of “Care for our Common Home” into action, our Council 

participated in the Summer Sandwich Program whereby we provided the lunch 

for the less fortunate and distributed the food from our Parish Centre and The 

Salvation Army store.  Many thanks to all who made this possible including Carol, 

Therese, Bernadette, Virginia, and Lynda. 
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In late August, Therese May and Lynda Macpherson visited Theresa Ferguson and 
presented her with her 60 year service pin and a book of reflections by St. Mother 
Theresa. 
 

 

 

On Sunday, Sept. 15, 2019 St. Michael’s Council graciously accepted St. Mary’s 

Grafton CWL invitation to join them in their September General Meeting.  Kathy 

Ancker spoke to us on Catholic Missions in Canada including the history of her 

many years working with the Missions. 
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Monday, September 15, 2019 was a wonderful gathering of our members in 

recognizing years of service along with special recognition of our ladies.  Father 

Gerardus presided over the celebration assisted by President Lynda and 

Organization Chair Veronica.   

 

 

CWL MISSION STATEMENT 
 

THE CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE OF CANADA CALLS ITS MEMBERS TO GROW 

IN FAITH AND TO WITNESS TO THE LOVE OF GOD THROUGH MINISTRY AND 

SERVICE 
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  Helen Baxter received from our Diocesan President, Paddy  
Fitzgerald-Nolan, the Maple Leaf service pin  

 

Carol Lawless who alongside Paddy and Council President Lynda, is proudly 
displaying her Bellelle Guerin pin and certificate 
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Alice Skibinski received her 70 year service pin from President Lynda. 

 

Three wonderful role models 
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Our second annual Harvest Fest was held the last weekend of September and Our 
Lady of Good Counsel ensured beautiful weather. 

 

 

 
 

A wide selection of baked goods, home preserves and reusable cloth bags 

made by our members were quickly snapped up by our many supportive 

parishioners. 
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At our October 2019 General Meeting, Dan Orr, Communications and Education 

Coordinator for Northumberland County educated our members on the new 

recycling program to be initiated December 2019. 

 

On Saturday, October 26, 2019 the CWL Council in Bracebridge hosted the 

Diocesan Workshop.  Pictured below are the lists of ways and means of 

addressing loneliness in our Diocese. 
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Elections for our new executive were held on Sunday, November 10, 2019 at the 

Columbus Community Centre following a lovely breakfast served by the Knights.  

Jenny Allison, our Elections chair, was assisted by Therese May and Sylvia Barrett.  

Many thanks to them for all their hard work as recruitment proved to be most 

difficult this year. 

 

      President Lynda opens a gift as presented  

      from her Executive. 

“My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my spirit rejoices in God my savior. 

For he has looked upon his handmaid’s lowliness; behold, from now on will all 

ages call me blessed.” Luke 1:46-48 
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Despite a major snowstorm on Sunday, December 1, 2019, our Christmas Bake 

Sale was a huge success raising $1101.30. Thank you to all our supporters. 
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The Installation of Officers for 2020-20122 took place on Sunday, December 8, 

2019. 

Top row:  Yvonne Trudell, Treasurer, Cyndy Harper, CoChair Communications and 
Pat Andersen, Christian Family Life Chair 
Bottom row:  Veronica Batchellor, Organization Chair, Lynda Macpherson, Past 
President and CoChair Communications, Carol Lawless CoChair of our Council, 
Sylvia Barrett, Secretary, and Therese May, CoChair of our Council. 
Absent:  Susan Douglas, Spiritual Chair 
 

 

1 Peter 4:10 
Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as fruitful 

stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. 
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Once again our Christmas Social was a great gathering.  Held on 

Tuesday December 10, 2019 at the Columbus Community Centre, faith, 

fun and friendship was evident throughout the evening’s celebration. 

 

 

Jean Amelia mother and Andrea her 

daughter, Huguette and Virginia, sisters of 

the League 

And what would our Christmas gathering 

be without Gus Whibbs and Hal Allison 

entertaining us and leading us in song! 
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CWL NATIONAL NEWS 
 
Communique #6 –  
Christian Family Life 
December 03, 2019 

National Chairperson of Christian Family Life Pat Deppiesse, December 3, 2019 

Dear sisters in the League, 

I write to you at this time, even though I know you are extremely busy with Christmas 
coming up so soon and all that entails; but, we need to be ready for the New Year! 

Please be reminded of the very important Resolution 2019.01 Canada to Honour its 
Commitment to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

Resolved, that national council of The Catholic Women’s League of Canada, in 99 th 
annual national convention assembled, urges the federal government to honour its legal 
commitment to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child by providing 
legal protection to children before birth. 

The action plan calls for members to: 

1. Write to the prime minister and minister of justice with copies to local members of parliament 
urging the legal protection to children before birth as stated in the United Nations Convention 
on the Rights of the Child that Canada has signed and ratified. 

2. Educate members on the importance of legal protection for unborn children and encourage 
members to speak to family and friends. 

3. Educate members on the importance of understanding United Nations’ documents as they 
apply to the lives of Canadians and encourage members to speak to family and friends. 

4. Raise awareness to the annual Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children on 
January 22nd. 

5. Monitor the federal government’s response to this resolution. 

I do hope when you have some free time after Christmas you can do some letter writing! 
It is also an excellent time to book a bus to a local Walk for Life and to write to 
encourage participation everywhere across the country. 
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   Novena to Our Lady of Guadalupe for the Unborn 

(Printed with permission from CatholicCulture.org) 

Our Lady of Guadalupe, 

we turn to you who are the protectress of unborn children and ask that you intercede for us, 

so that we may more firmly resolve to join you in protecting all human life. 

Let our prayers be united to your perpetual motherly intercession 

on behalf of those whose lives are threatened, be they in the womb of their mother, 

on the bed of infirmity, or in the latter years of their life. 

May our prayers also be coupled with peaceful action 

which witnesses to the goodness and dignity of all human life, so that our firmness of purpose 

may give courage to those who are fearful and bring light to those who are blinded by sin. 

Encourage those who will be involved in the March for Life; 

help them to walk closely with God and to give voice to the cry of the oppressed, 

in order to remind our nation of its commitment to life, 

liberty and the pursuit of happiness for all people. 

O Virgin Mother of God, 

present our petitions to your Son and ask him to bless us with abundant life. Amen 
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CWL ONTARIO PROVINCIAL NEWS 

 Care for our Common Home includes LONELINESS 

Have you ever considered that some of our members may be suffering from 

loneliness? • Consider the members who are not able to participate in council 

events? Does the council have a committee who calls these members or sends 

cards to let them know you are thinking of them? • Do you get in touch with 

people in the community, parish or the council who are recently bereaved or 

widowed, seniors, shut-ins, the disabled, separated, divorced? Many of them may 

be suffering from loneliness. • Do you offer transportation to members to attend 

Mass, meetings or events?  

  

- Submitted by Linda Squarzolo, President-Elect/Organization Chair 
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MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR 
FROM ST. MICHAEL’S CWL EXECUTIVE 

https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&url=https://www.deonderwijsvernieuwingscooperatie.nl/catholic-christmas-cards.html&psig=AOvVaw2a88j20xjMKyty78N2TwKN&ust=1576255835994000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMCd3fXIsOYCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD

